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Superintendent Message

Greetings PSD Staff,
 
This school year has been more challenging than many of us
predicted back in the summer of 2021. You have experienced
unrelenting challenges, excessive stress, and all sorts of
pressure in our work and personal lives.
 
Beginning just after 11:59 pm on March 11 marks another
transition in our pandemic journey, masks will begin to be
optional in schools. This does not mean we are through the
pandemic. It does, however, mean we are closer than ever. This change will be welcome news
to some who may be relieved and happy that masks are no longer required, but others may
feel anxious and not ready to be without a mask for a variety of reasons that are important to
them. I want to make sure to emphasize that masks are a matter of individual choice as of
March 12 . Just as you are kind to the children you serve, please be kind to your co-workers
you serve alongside and respect their choice.
 
Thank you for the persistence, steadiness, and resiliency you have consistently demonstrated
to this point. This transition is yet another change we will be navigating in our schools. I
appreciate the leadership of our staff in helping students and families adjust to this change. I
also ask for your continued patience and grace with each other in the months ahead.
 
In service and support,
 
Dr. John Polm

Updated DOH Guidance for Schools

As we have previously shared, masks will become optional for
PSD students, staff, visitors, and volunteers in most school
settings beginning on Saturday, March 12. We will follow the
updated K-12 Schools COVID-19 Guidance that Washington
Department of Health (DOH) released on Tuesday, March 8. A
summary of the updated requirements and recommendations is below.
 

Masks will no longer be required in most school settings, including when riding buses.
Masks are still required to be worn in health and isolation rooms.
Masks may be temporarily required if there is an outbreak or cluster of positive cases in
a school or classroom.
Masks will be provided to those who choose or are required to wear them

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-03/821-165-K12SchoolsChildCare.pdf
https://s.smore.com/u/c8b1/cbf370ce447ff7cd43c0a56d65686620.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/22f7/cccc71213a24a1dea2ca2375590adb61.png


Harassment toward those who choose to wear a mask or not wear a mask will not be
tolerated. Those who experience or witness such behavior are encouraged to contact a
school staff member to report or use our SafeSchools Alert tip reporting system.
Physical distancing will continue to the extent possible.
Those with symptoms of COVID-19 should get tested or see a healthcare provider before
returning to school or work.
Those who test positive for COVID-19 should stay home for 5 days and may return to
school or work on day 6 if they are asymptomatic or are fever free and symptoms
improve signi�cantly without medications.
Individuals who meet the requirements to return to school 5 days after a positive COVID-
19 test are strongly encouraged to wear masks for days 6-10 or provide a negative COVID
test result.
Contact tracing is no longer required. Because of this, we will cease our Test to Stay
program. A list of testing sites available within our community will be shared with those
in need of testing.
Families and staff will be noti�ed by email of positive cases at their school within 24
hours of the district being noti�ed of a case. Positive cases will continue being tracked
on the COVID Data Dashboard.
Staff are still required to be vaccinated against COVID-19 or obtain an exemption.

 
We continue to appreciate the persistence and resilience you have shown in adjusting to the
many changes we have seen throughout this pandemic. The change to the mask mandate will
be welcome news to some who may be relieved and happy that masks are no longer required.
At the same time, others may feel anxious and not ready to be without a mask for a variety of
reasons that are important to them. The choice to wear a mask or not is an individual
decision and we will work to support all students, staff and families to the very best of our
ability regardless of their personal choice. We will be kind and extend grace to others in all
circumstances and ask that you join us in this endeavor.

Summer Learning Academy Positions
Close March 11

Current employees and substitutes with the district have until
March 11 to submit an application of interest for Summer
Learning Academy positions. The program will run July 5 - Aug. 4
and consist of 4-hour days held on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays only. The staff
workday will be 7:45 - 11:45 a.m. for Junior High Schools and 8 a.m. – 12 noon for Elementary
and High Schools. 
 
Locations

Region 1: Sunrise Elementary, Glacier View Junior High, Emerald Ridge High School
Region 2: Firgrove Elementary, Stahl Junior High, Rogers High School
Region 3: Stewart Elementary, Aylen Junior High, Puyallup High School

 
The assessment and categorical programs o�ces will identify students for program
participation and invitations will be sent to families mid to late April.

https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=9042843
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For questions about Summer Learning Academy employment opportunities, email
SLAAdmin@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Phishing: What you need to know...

The Federal Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency
(CISA) has seen an increase in malicious activity with
ransomware attacks against K-12 educational institutions. These
attacks have the potential to compromise our network, prevent
district operations and divulge personal information about
students and staff. Malicious actors have gotten more sophisticated in their campaigns,
circumventing �ltering measures and taking advantage of our busy schedules and/or trusting
nature.
 
We have a shared responsibility to protect the Puyallup School District against a cyber-
security attack by being extra vigilant about questionable emails.
 
This voluntary training module provides a safety tutorial on email phishing attempts.

WMEA Regional Friend of Music Award
Recipient

Congratulations to Dr. Alicia Nosworthy, Director of Instructional
Leadership for Arts and Music. She was named the 2022
Washington Music Educators Association Regional Friend of
Music! This honor is given by the music educators in the WMEA
of Valley Region. 
 
The award recognizes an individual, or an organization, that has
distinguished themselves by supporting music education in a special way.
 
Nosworthy was presented with a certi�cate during the 2022 WMEA State Conference in
Yakima on Feb. 19. When noti�ed of her award by the WMEA Region #21, Nosworthy was
described as “a most deserving recipient of this recognition as is evidenced by the passionate
recommendation submitted on your behalf.” She was acknowledged for the impact her work
has had in helping to make a difference in the lives of students through music education.

Firgrove Counselor Receives Rising Star
Award

Congratulations to Firgrove Elementary Counselor Lindsay Buol, selected as the 2022
Washington School Counselor Association Rising Star Award recipient! This is a new category
of professional recognition for WSCA and Buol is described as a fantastic representation of
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the qualities the WSCA wanted to showcase with the Rising Star
Award. 
 
Buol was nominated for the award by Waller Road Counselor
Marisa Castello. She was selected for “exemplifying emerging
leadership as someone who is still new in the �eld.” Buol is
described by her colleagues and administrator as “outstanding
and making a great, positive impact on the students and families
she serves. Your work and presence are noted as invaluable and
you operate with the highest levels of innovation and integrity.” 
 
The award was presented to Buol during the Washington State
School Counselor Annual Conference Awards Breakfast on March 3. The annual conference
took place March 2-4, 2022, in Seattle. 

Family News

Updated DOH Guidance for Schools 
As we have previously shared, masks will become optional for PSD students, staff, visitors,
and volunteers in most school settings beginning on Saturday, March 12. We will follow the
updated K-12 Schools COVID-19 Guidance that Washington Department of Health (DOH)
released on Tuesday, March 8.
 
A summary of the updated requirements and recommendations...
 
PSD Resource Fair
Families are invited to the �rst annual Community Resource Fair March 24 from 4 – 7 p.m. at
the Pioneer Park Pavilion in Puyallup.
 
Learn about free services available from a variety of school partners and community
organizations, such as...
 
Music in Schools Month
March is Music In Our Schools Month! This year’s theme is Music: The Sound of My Heart. It
is an opportunity to raise awareness of the importance of music education for all children. It
is also a time to spotlight school music programs and the bene�ts these programs bring to
students of all ages.
 
The Puyallup School Board celebrated Music In Schools on March 7. The meeting kicked off
with a live musical performance by Kaitlyn Kelsey and Erin Cammack from Puyallup High
School performing a Duo Concertant (conchartent) for Flute and Viola Allegro by German
composer, Franz Anton Hoffmeister.
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Congrats Valley Region Solo & Ensemble Contest Winners  
Over the past month, our student musicians at the junior and senior high school levels have
been participating in solo & ensemble contests for the Valley Region of the Washington Music
Education Association (WMEA). Winners advance to the State Soloist & Ensemble Contest at
Central Washington University on April 29 & 30.  
 
Congratulations Vocal Solo & Ensemble Contest Winners!
 
Free Mental Telehealth Services
Students can take advantage of the Puyallup School District partnership with Hazel Health
which offers free mental telehealth services for students that families can access from home,
at no cost. Sign up now to connect your child to mental health services within a matter of
days. 
 
All Puyallup School District students can receive up to six virtual sessions of mental health
care, at no cost. Families can access services by calling Hazel Health at (253) 215-8700 or
their child’s school counselor.  
 
Exciting New Venture at Walker High School
Walker High School students celebrated the opening of the Student Store on March 3. The
store is managed and operated by the Career and Technical Education Business & Marketing
students and is open during lunches and for special events. 
 
Students and staff can enjoy coffee drinks and beverages, including...
 
Healthy District Meals and Scratch Cooking 
March 1-31 is National Nutrition Month®. This annual campaign focuses on the importance of
making informed food choices and developing sound eating and physical activity habits. 
 
In Puyallup, our Food and Nutrition Services staff prepare healthy school meals by
incorporating “scratch-cooking” techniques. They use basic ingredients for a given menu item
and create it in the Central Kitchen. Many or most of the ingredients are prepared onsite from
a raw and/or minimally processed form, and we can control the ingredients — which most
often means less salt, no preservatives, and more whole grains.
 
Some may be unaware, that our Central Kitchen is designed and equipped for...
 
Spring Break Camp at Dessie Evans
Right At School is offering a Spring Break Camp at Dessie Evans Elementary April 11-15. The
camp theme is “Wizarding Wonders!” Campers will be empowered to see the magic in
everyday life and embrace the boundless possibilities.
 
Learn more and register with Right At School ...  
 
Student Spring Performances 
From choir performances to musical theatre, student productions are back on stage and open
for community members to attend. Visit the ARTS in Puyallup LIVE! Calendar on the district
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Non-Discrimination Statement

website for showtimes for upcoming performances like “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown”
presented by Emerald Ridge High School, and “Mary Poppins, Jr.” presented by Aylen Junior
High. Contact the school directly for ticket information.
 
Link here for show dates and times …
 
Child Tax Credit
As part of the American Rescue Plan, many parents and guardians are eligible for the Child Tax
Credit, and many people are eligible for the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
 
What is the Child Tax Credit? 
According to the IRS-Child Tax Credit webpage, the Child Tax Credit is a fully refundable tax
credit for families with qualifying children. The American Rescue Plan expanded the Child Tax
Credit for 2021 to help more families. 
 
Learn more here ...  
 
School Board Highlights: March 7, 2022 
Agenda | Video
 

Music in Schools Performance
Vocal Solo & Ensemble Regional Champions
WMEA Regional Friend of Music Award Recipient
National Nutrition Month

 
Read more...
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